
 
 

 

Henry Gola 
202.719.7561 
HGola@wileyrein.com 
 

June 25, 2018 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation 
GN Docket Nos. 17-183, 18-122  

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Per FCC Rule 1.1206, this letter provides notice that on June 21, 2018, the 
representatives of PSSI Global Services, LLC (“PSSI”), Intelsat Corporation 
(“Intelsat”), and SES Americom, Inc. (“SES”) listed in Attachment A (collectively, 
the “Parties”) jointly participated in meetings with representatives from the 
Commission listed in Attachment B.  

PSSI is a leading full-service provider of transmission solutions for television 
events worldwide.  PSSI owns and operates an expansive fleet of more than 75 C- 
and Ku-band fully redundant satellite transportable uplink/production trucks based 
throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, and Mexico.  PSSI specializes in live 
event delivery to millions of viewers across the country of sports, entertainment, 
and pay-per-view services for customers like ESPN, CBS, FOX Sports, NASCAR, 
WWE, HBO, Showtime, Top Rank, the Oscars, Golf Channel, and more.  PSSI 
employs more than 125 people throughout the United States and invests millions of 
dollars annually in C-Band technology and services.  

PSSI explained that the needs of these customers constantly change, and the 
Commission’s current full-band, full-arc licensing regime is critical in that it allows 
PSSI to react dynamically to changing operational conditions and last-minute 
requests.  Both the satellites and frequencies PSSI uses often are determined close 
in time to the individual broadcast events in question.  Moreover, given that PSSI’s 
licensed antennas have no fixed location because they are required to move from 
one event location to another, co-frequency sharing with terrestrial mobile is simply 
not a viable option.  Only the market-based solution set forth by Intelsat, SES, and 
Intel adequately protects PSSI’s C-band business and the must-see programming the 
company delivers via satellite throughout the U.S. for its customers. 

PSSI further explained that satellite is the most reliable, flexible and effective tool 
for media distribution, and emphasized that C-band is, and always has been, 
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essential to its business for the transmission of video, audio, and data.  In fact, PSSI 
recently converted eight trucks from Ku-band to C-band due to customer demand 
for the bandwidth characteristics and unmatched reliability of C-band.  Notably, 
PSSI’s customers will not rely solely on Ku-band for event coverage in areas 
subject to environmental conditions such as frequent rain, or for events of notable 
size and importance, such as major professional and college sports, award shows, 
pay-per-view events, entertainment shows, and the like.  Additionally, C-band’s 
ability to deliver 10-, 14-, and 28-channel multiplexed services allows PSSI 
customers like ESPN, NASCAR, and FOX to route all remote event sources to their 
home studios (and back) and complete event production there in real-time, 
enhancing the viewer’s experience and the efficiency of these broadcast companies’ 
operations.  These large multipath multiplexed transmission services are not 
possible in Ku-band.  
 
The commercial value of the events transmitted by PSSI for its customers can easily 
exceed $100 million per event.  Extrapolating this value over the thousands of 
events transmitted by PSSI and its competitors each year makes clear the significant 
financial impact these services have on the U.S. economy.   
 
Finally, the PSSI representatives distributed the attached presentation to the 
Commission representatives.   
 
Please contact the undersigned with any questions regarding this letter. 

Respectfully submitted,

    
Henry Gola 
Wiley Rein LLP 
Counsel to Intelsat Corporation 

 
Attachment 
  
 
 
  



 

Marlene H. Dortch 
June 25, 2018 
Page 3 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

PSSI Global Services, LLC: 
 
Robert C. Lamb, CEO/Manager 
Brian Nelles, Senior Vice President/Member 
Peter Engel, Wells Wentworth, outside consultant to PSSI 
 
Intelsat Corporation: 
 
Susan Crandall, Associate General Counsel 
Henry Gola, Wiley Rein LLP, outside counsel to Intelsat 
 
SES Americom, Inc.: 
 
Petra Vorwig, Senior Legal & Regulatory Counsel 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

Kerry Murray 
Michael Ha 
Jose Albuquerque 
Christopher Bair 
Jennifer Gilsenan 
Kathryn Medley 
Ariel Diamond 
Thomas Sullivan 
Paul Blais 
Diane Garfield 
Robert Nelson 
Tom Gehring (via phone) 
Paul Powell (via phone) 
Rebecca Schwartz (via phone) 
 



June 2018

SABERSABER



• More than 35 years of experience in the industry
• Dedicated, experienced leaders
• More than 60 Broadcast Engineers and many RFI-EUI certified
• More than 20 insightful, knowledgeable and experienced project managers
• Responsive, committed support team for our engineers

LIVE TELEVISION 
SINCE 1979.



1987
R ob Lam b and C huck S torlie co-found 

Production &  Satellite  Services Inc. 
(PSSI)

1979 1990 2000 2010

2004
PSSI purchases 

S trategic 
Televis ion 

2013
PSSI acquires 
N ew  England 

Satellite

1988
PSSI acquires its first sate llite  

uplink/production truck

PSSI: O VER VIEW

1979
Strategic 

Televis ion 
founded as 

V ideoN et Inc. 

2014

2014
PSSI aw arded 

SEC  football for 
C BS and SEC  

N ation for 
ESPN

1998
PSSI’s first m ulti-cam era 

uplink/production C /Ku truck 
(A tlas) designed, built and 

deployed

1990s
PSSI 

acquires 12 
uplink trucks 

from  
com petitors 

2003
D uring G ulf W ar, PSSI 

provides flyaw ay uplink for 
live coverage of G eneral 

Tom m y Franks’ new s 
conferences from  D oha, 

Q atar for N BC  N ew s



2015 2016 2017 & Beyond

2016
G olf C hannel 

exclusive 

m ultiyear 
agreem ent 

Expanded F leet
4K  G row th
VR  G row th

A t-H om e 
Production 

G row th
PSSI IPx

N exto logies
SA B ER

PSSI: O VER VIEW

2015
PSSI perform s 
30+ at-hom e 

transm issions 
for ESPN

2015
N ASC AR  renew s 

m ultiyear 
agreem ent

2016
PSSI 

dem onstrates 
10-channel 

at-hom e 
transm ission at 

148 M bps

2015
Prim ary 

developm ent 

partner w ith 
Inte lsat for 

PR ISM

2016
U FC  4K 

w ith 
D irecTV

2017
PSSI acquires and 

m anages C N N  satellite  
uplink facilities, 

form ing PSSI N ew s 
G roup LLC

2017
PSSI acquires and establishes 
PSSI International Teleport and 

S tudios

2017
C om pany 

resources now  

include m ore than 
70 Ku-band,
C -band and 

C /Ku-band uplinks 
and flyaw ays

based throughout 
the U nited S tates 



ROBERT C. LAMB
CEO, PSSI Global Services LLC

MATT BRIDGES
President, Strategic Television

BRIAN NELLES
Senior Vice President, 

PSSI Global Services LLC

PSSI: O VER VIEW

CORPORATE LEADERSHIP



Jason Land
Vice President, S trategic Televis ion

Tracy Michaels
D irector, P roject Engineering

Clayton Packard
Vice President of Sales and Business D evelopm ent, 

PSSI G lobal Services LLC

Rick Ball
D irector of B roadcast Services

PSSI: O VER VIEW

Eric Hall
Senior P roject M anager

Dan Patin
M anager, B roadcast P roduction Services

OPERATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Clint Bergeson
G eneral M anager

AJ Miceli
Vice President, Satcom D ivis ion

Bill Sciolla
Vice President, P IT



A TRUSTED, LEADING 
PROVIDER OF 
GLOBAL TRANSMISSION 
SERVICES



PSSI PROVIDES SERVICES FOR 
ALL MAJOR NETWORKS



AND OTHER CUSTOMERS



M ore than 70 trucks and flyaw ay satellite  system s stationed 

nationw ide — ready on any day, at any tim e.

• D ual-path Ku-band and C -band 

• IFB /PL com m unications

• C /Ku hybrids

• M ulti-d ish uplink system s

• M ulti-cam era sw itching capabilities

• IP  data v ia sate llite

• 4K  transm issions

SER VIC ES A N D  EQ U IPM EN T

THE NATION’S LARGEST 
FLEET OF TRUCKS
24 HOURS / 365 DAYS



PSSI International Teleport (PIT) is one of 
the world’s largest privately owned 
teleports. Offering direct-to-home 
services, satellite transmissions, fiber and 
IP connectivity, disaster recovery, co-
location and beyond, PIT supports live 
broadcasts 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year, anywhere around the globe. 



PSSI Global Services owns and manages 
PSSI News Group, which employs all the 
engineering staff and owns all the satellite 
uplink trucks that provide all U.S. domestic 
CNN satellite transmission services.



SPECIAL EVENTS
SPECIALIZED SYSTEMS

• F lyaw ay satellite  uplink system s

• Transportable dow nlink antenna 
system s

• H D  encoding and encryption 
packages

• Satellite  transponder, te leport and 
fiber connectiv ity facilities

• skIP transportable broadband internet 
and voice system

SER VIC ES A N D  EQ U IPM EN T

• V ideo production

• W ebcasting
• G overnm ent services 
• Event m anagem ent

• PSSI IPx
• Exede, C radlepoint and iD irect

com m unications services



FCC LICENSESPSSI GLOBAL SERVICES FCC LICENSES 
Vehicle ID  FCC#     Renewal 

1.2 Flyaway BLT E120037   04/27/27  

Alabama  E930270   07/02/18  

Arizona   E970059   01/24/22  

Atlas C-Band  E980213   07/24/23  

C 12    E980321   09/18/23  

C 14   E920096   01/17/23  

C 15   E060417   12/28/21  

C 21   E040041   06/22/19  

C 23   E080196   12/04/23  

C 24   E080053   04/14/23  

C 27 2.4  E100013   03/23/25  

C 27 5.5  E100014   03/23/25  

C 29   E880596   12/07/23  

C 31   E130087   07/01/28  

C 36   E150053   07/16/30  

C 41   E090175   11/16/24  

C 42   E110081   06/13/26  

C 43   E980214   07/24/23  

C 45   E140037   05/07/29  

Vehicle ID   FCC#     Renewal 

C 47   E070185   10/15/22  

C49-Metro   E980388   11/18/23  

C-Band 5.5 #1  E110057   05/27/26  

C-Band 5.5 #2  E110058   05/27/26  

CK 25 C-Band  E080052   04/14/23  

CK 25 KuBand  E980219   11/18/23  

CK 30  C Band  E110179   01/18/27  

CK 30 Ku Band  E110176   01/09/27  

CK 32 C Band  E130126   09/18/28  

CK 35 C Band  E130099   08/19/28  

CK 35 Ku Band  E130100   08/26/28  

CK 48  Ku Band  E130089   05/14/28  

CK 48 C Band  E130075   03/12/30  

Columbia   E880612   12/07/23  

DC 9   E960051   02/23/21  

Denver/Open  E900412   08/24/25  

Fly 1 C-Band  E010137   10/25/26  

Fly 1 Ku-Band  E010138   07/18/26  

Frontline   E940469   1/04/19  

Vehicle ID  FCC#     Renewal 

Junior  E920039   12/13/26  

K 16   E000624   11/14/25  

K 17   E880735   07/07/23  

K 18   E060366   11/06/21  

K 19   E000188   06/16/25  

K 20   E980218   11/18/23  

K 22   E900888   10/26/25  

K 26   E010126   07/03/26  

K 33   E000353   09/07/25  

K 34   E030206   11/12/18  

K 38   E140015   04/01/29  

K 40   E150007   03/12/30  

K 44   E140016   04/02/29    

Midwest  E880803   09/25/23  

NES Flyaway  E040054   03/18/19  

Production Bus E150060  06/05/30  

Starlight  E881211   03/25/24  

Wolf Coach  E900085   03/09/25  

PSSI GLOBAL SERVICES 



Antenna ID FCC# Renewal
7 E890945   11/03/24 

8    KA283       06/20/26 

9 E910067   12/28/25 

10 E900561   09/21/25 

22 E890954   12/01/24 
24 E900560   09/21/25 

26 E910006   12/14/25 

27 E871627   05/15/22 

28 E060256   08/08/21 

1, 2, 13 E880053   12/04/22 

22A E890955   12/01/24 
22B E890956   12/01/24 

22C E890957   12/01/24 

31, 32, 41, 42 E070095   07/11/22 

38, 39 E080014   03/18/23 

5, 11, 21 E890933   10/06/24 

FCC LICENSES

PSSI INTERNATIONAL 
TELEPORT



Vehicle ID FCC# Renewal
NT-1 E170050   03/02/32 

NT-2 E170049   03/28/32 

NT-3 E170014   03/21/32 

NT-4 E170015   03/21/32

NT-5 E170016   03/21/32 
NT-6 E170017   03/21/32 

NT-7 E170018   03/21/32 

NT-8 E170019   03/21/32 

NT-9 E170020   03/21/32 

NS-11 E170007   03/21/32 

NS-12 E170008   03/21/32 
NS-13 E170009   03/21/32 

NS-14 E170010   03/21/32 

NS-15 E170011   03/21/32 

NS-16 E170012   03/21/32 

NS-17 E170013   03/21/32 
NT-21 E170021   03/21/32 

NT-22 E170022   03/21/32 

NT-23 E170023   03/02/32 

Vehicle ID FCC# Renewal
NT-24  E170024   03/28/32 

NT-25 E170025   03/28/32 

NT-26 E170026   03/02/32 

NT-27 E170029   03/02/32 

NT-28 E170027   03/02/32 
NT-29 E170028   03/28/32 

NT-30 E170030   03/28/32 

NT-31 E170031   04/03/32 

NT-32 E170033   03/02/32 

NT-33 E170032   03/02/32 

NT-34 E170034   03/02/32 
NT-35 E170035   03/28/32 

NT-36 E170036   03/28/32 

NT-37 E170037   03/02/32 

NT-38 E170107   06/13/32 

NF-1 E170199   01/10/33 
NF-2 E170199   01/10/33 

NF 3 E170200   01/10/33 

FCC LICENSESPSSI NEWS GROUP



OUR C-BAND FLEET



ATLAS



C12



C14



C15



C21



C23



C24



C27



C29



C31



C32



C36



C41



C42



C43



C45



C47



C49



C51



CK25



CK30



CK35



CK48



FRONTLINE



NT24



BRINGING 
EVERYWHERE 
TO YOU
O ver the past 35 years, PSSI G lobal Services’ expert broadcast engineering and event m anagem ent services have 
earned the trust of m any m ajor dom estic and international broadcast, cable and corporate c lients. 



PSSI R EG IO N A L
O FFIC ES

Las Vegas, N V 
C orporate &  
Engineering H Q

Los A ngeles, C A  
O perations H Q

O rlando, FL
O perations H Q

B oston, M A
O perations H Q

Pittsburgh, PA
Teleport/S tudio H Q

B A SE LO C A TIO N S

Atlanta, G A
Birm ingham , AL
Boston, M A
C harlotte, N C
C hicago, IL
D allas, TX
D enver, C O
H ouston, TX
Jacksonville , FL
Las Vegas, N V
Los Angeles, C A
N ew  York, N Y
O rlando, FL 
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Sacram ento, C A
San Francisco, C A
Seattle, W A
W ashington, D .C .

LO C A TIO N S



N FL League G am es

N FL P layoffs and Super Bow l

M onday N ight Football

N BA League G am es

N BA P layoffs and F inals

N H L League G am es

N H L S tanley C up P layoffs

N C AA Football

N C AA Bow l G am es

N C AA M en’s Basketball

N C AA W om en’s Basketball

N C AA Tournam ents

N C AA H ockey

N C AA Lacrosse

N C AA Volleyball

M LB League G am es

M LB A ll-S tar G am e and P layoffs

N ASC AR

H BO  and Show tim e PPV Boxing

U FC  M ixed M artia l A rts

W W E W restling

PG A G olf

W orld C up Soccer

W orld C up Skiing

Am erica’s C up

Professional Tennis

IR O N M AN  Triath lon

N ew  York C ity M arathon

AM G EN  Tour of C aliforn ia

SPORTS

N ETW O R K S A N D  B R O A D C A ST



Academ y Aw ards

G ram m y Aw ards

G olden G lobe Aw ards

People’s C hoice Aw ards

Am erican M usic Aw ards

SAG  Aw ards

Prim etim e Em m y Aw ards

D aytim e Em m y Aw ards

BAFTA Aw ards

BET Aw ards

C ountry M usic Aw ards

K ids’ C hoice Aw ards

AFI Aw ards

M TV M usic Aw ards

Latin G ram m y Aw ards

B illboard M usic Aw ards

Sundance F ilm  Festival

C onsum er E lectronics Show

M acw orld

Show  W est

N APTE C onference

E3 M edia Show

Live C oncerts

N orth Am erican International Auto Show

Fourth of July C oncert

W om en in F ilm

C ritics ’ C hoice Aw ards

B lizzC on

ENTERTAINMENT

N ETW O R K S A N D  B R O A D C A ST



G ood M orning Am erica

C BS Early Show

N ightline

M acN eil Lehrer

C BS Evening N ew s

ABC  W orld N ew s Tonight

N BC  N ightly N ew s

ESPN  Sports C enter

Enterta inm ent Tonight

Extra

Access H ollyw ood

TV G uide

O prah

The Tonight Show

D avid Letterm an

Am erican Idol

D ancing w ith the S tars

R eal T im e w ith B ill M aher

Jim m y K im m el L ive

Am erica’s Best D ance C rew

TELEVISION 

N ETW O R K S A N D  B R O A D C A ST



ABC

CBS
NBC

FOX
CNN

CNBC
ESPN

MTV

HBO

VH1
NHK

BBC
QVC

TNT
TVG

EBU

HS
Nippon TV

Televisa
TV Azteca

Sky TV & Broadband
Showtime

Hammond & Hammond Inc.

Univision

Weather Channel
Fox Sports Net

Nickelodeon
TV Asahi

Telemundo
E! TV

Microsoft

Apple Computers
Sun Microsystems

Boeing
Tricon

McDonald’s
Harrah’s Resorts

Cisco System, Inc.

Digital Island

Pitney Bowes
Prudential Financial

Intel
Lucent

Motorola
Teledyne Technologies

Textron

Millennium
Nissan

Activate
Akamai

Fannie Mae
Cummins

Chevron

Hewlett-Packard

Seagate Technology
Advanced Micro Devices 
(AMD)
Hughes Corporate Site

Aerotech
Nestle USA

Ford Motor Company

Compuware Corporation
GlaxoSmithKline

Mayo Clinic
St. John’s Hospital

WORLDWIDE CLIENTS

N ETW O R K S A N D  B R O A D C A ST



UNIQUE SPECIAL EVENTS (Some Examples)

GULF WAR FROM QATAR

MOVIE PREMIERE “THE ROCK” LIVE FROM ALCATRAZ

LIVE SOLAR ECLIPSE FROM WOLEAI, SOUTH PACIFIC

MACAU PPV SPECIALS

R O A D  R A LLY FR O M  O A XA C A , M EXIC O

APPLE LIVE FROM BEIJING

LIVE B B C  M O N TER EY B A Y R O V TR A N SM ISSIO N  FR O M  2,000M

LIVE DRUG BUST SPECIAL

LIVE CRUISE MISSILE AND PREDATOR TESTING

H EA VEN  SEN T – LIVE SK YD IVE W ITH O U T A  C H U TE



SPECIAL CONTRACTS



WORLD-CLASS RELATIONSHIPS

Prom oters, producers, netw orks and vendors

Top R ank 25+ years
H BO  25+ years

N YC  M arathon 25+ years
Show tim e 25+ years

M icrosoft 25+ years
Apple 25+ years
C hevron 25+ years

WORLD-CLASS FLEET

The largest and m ost advanced 
fleet in the industry

4 C -Band / Ku-Band
1 C -Band D ual D ish

17 C -Band
55 Ku-Band

WORLD-CLASS PEOPLE

Industry vets that have been a part of 
live te levis ion for m ore than 35 years

62 Engineers
21 Project m anagers

41 Support staff

THE PSSI ADVANTAGE



WORLD-CLASS FACILITES

PSSI International Teleport (P IT) 
and P IT  S tudio

• O ne of the w orld ’s largest 
private ly held te leports

• 50 Ku- and C -band antennas
• Full-tim e broadcasting space 

on G alaxy 19
• S tate-of-the-art, fu ll-service 

production studio

WORLD-CLASS TRANSMISSIONS

Leading m ultipath transm ission specia list

• Largest at-hom e transm ission in 
broadcast h istory (N ASC AR ’s R olex 24)

• Tw o-w ay 10-path transm ission 
accom plished in 1.09 seconds

• 30 paths routed out of a s ingle m obile 
te leport

• 500 m egabits of data transm itted out of a 
s ingle antenna

THE PSSI ADVANTAGE



WORLD-CLASS NEWS

PSSI N ew s G roup provides all U .S . 
dom estic C N N  satellite  transm ission 
services

• Expert team  and state-of-the-art 
uplink trucks

• 24/7 transm ission services
• C overage of m ajor w eather 

events, sports and enterta inm ent 
stories, press conferences and 
other breaking new s

THE PSSI ADVANTAGE

WORLD-CLASS TECHNOLOGY

Leading the industry in live broadcast 
solutions

• In-house design, m anufacturing and 
m aintenance of a ll earth stations

• C ustom  encoding kits for every 
transm ission challenge

• Equipm ent updated w ith the latest 
cutting-edge technology



• First company to transmit 10-
channel at-home production for 
ESPN at > 145 Mbps

• First and only company to 
transmit 200 Mbps carrier from 
a transportable uplink

• First and only company with 
over 70 transportable uplinks
(C- and Ku-Band)

• First company to transmit 500 
megabits of data out of a single 
antenna

• First and only company to build 
mobile teleports (C27 & CK30) 
for NASCAR & WWE

• First company to provide 
digitally encrypted pay-per-view 
transmissions

• First company to uplink 4K 
signal for pay-per-view event

• First company to provide the 
largest pay-per-view event ever 
(Mayweather vs. Pacquiao)

• First and only company with 
more than 60 certified RFI-EUI 
staff engineers

• First company to perform two-
way 10-path transmission in 
1.09 seconds

WORLD CLASS FIRSTS!



Clearly Best in Category
BEST in:  Engineering 
BEST in:  Project Management 
BEST in:  Technology

BEST in:  Service Quality
BEST in:  Maintenance

BEST in:  Facilities



THE PSSI ADVANTAGE

AT-HOME 
PRODUCTIONS

Record-setting multipath 
transmissions —more paths, 
lower latency, cutting-edge 
technology and engineering

PSSI IPx 4K
An industry leader in 4K 

transmissions —first 
to provide 4K 

transmission services 
for a pay-per-view event

WORLD-CLASS VISION

New IP transmission solution 
providing program ingest, 

redundancy, data storage and other 
opportunities via the internet



THE PSSI ADVANTAGE

LARGEST SUPPLY OF HD DIGITAL ENCODING

306 HD encoders 256 HD decoders 60 modulators 38 multiplexers



• Closing statement

“Momentum is such an important thing to have on your side. And when 
you do, you’ve got to pour gas on the fire and continue that momentum, 
build on the momentum, and let that help drive success.”  - Paul Sarvadi

“A brand for a company is like a reputation for a person. You earn 
reputation by trying to do hard things well.” - Jeff Bezos




